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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 2, subject matter of cancelled claim 4, 5-9, 
13, 25, 26 subject matter of cancelled claim 27, and 31 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference to Bourdunis (2,809,476). Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 6, 8, 12, 13, 34, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bourdunis (2,809,476) in view of Bourdunis (2,489,005). "476 
discloses the invention including a frame (11) adapted to couple to a sander (19) having 
a first sanding pad (21) and a second sanding pad coupled to the frame (17). The 
second sanding pad is coupled to the frame such that the second sanding pad is 
adapted to be sandwiched between the frame and the length of unused sandpaper (1 1 , 
17, and 47). The frame includes a tray portion (13) and the tray portion is adapted to 
receive the first sanding pad upon a first surface of a wall of the tray (Fig. 6) and the 
second sanding pad on an opposite surface of the wall (Fig. 5), a sandpaper restraining 
device coupled to the frame (36) which is adapted to hold a distal end of the length of 
sandpaper (Fig. 5), the sandpaper restraining device is movable between a first position 
in which the restraining device is adapted to hold sandpaper stationary relative to the 
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frame (Fig. 5) and a second position in which the restraining device is adapted to permit 
sandpaper to move (Fig. 4), that the frame is adapted to be coupled to the sander so 
that the frame is disposed between the first and second sanding pads (1 1 ). The frame 
is adapted to be coupled to the sander so that the second sanding pad is disposed 
below the first- sanding pad (Fig. 5), and that the frame covers a majority of a bottom 
surface of the first sanding pad when the frame is coupled to the sander (1 1 and 21 ). 
However '476 fails to disclose a sandpaper dispensing assembly coupled to the frame 
and adapted to store a length of sandpaper, the dispensing assembly is adapted to 
selectively dispense the sandpaper over the second sanding pad, and that the 
dispensing assembly includes a support member adapted to rotatingly dispense 
sandpaper. '005 teaches a sandpaper dispensing assembly coupled to the frame and 
adapted to store a length of sandpaper (19), the dispensing assembly is adapted to 
selectively dispense the sandpaper over the second sanding pad (28), and the 
dispensing assembly includes a support member adapted to rotatingly dispense 
sandpaper (19). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, at the time of the invention, to have provided '476 with a sandpaper dispensing 
assembly, as taught by '005, to provide a more efficient means to replace used/worn 
sandpaper. 

4. Claims 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
'476 in view of '005 as applied to claiml and 6 above, and further in view of Marinsky 
(2,447,518). '476 and '005 disclose the invention but fail to disclose that the restraining 
means includes a cutting surface. Marinsky teaches a restraining means that includes a 
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cutting surface (37). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, at the time of the invention, to have provided '476 in view of '005 with a cutting 
surface, as taught by Marinsky, to easily remove unwanted used/worn sandpaper. 

5. Claims 1 0 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over '476 in view of '005 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Anderson 
(6,083,091 ). '476 and '005 disclose the invention but fail to disclose that the sandpaper 
dispensing assembly further comprises a tensioning system for holding the unused 
sandpaper in a tensjoned condition relative to the frame and the tensioning system is 
positionable between a first position in which the sandpaper is impeded and a second 
position in which the dispensing assembly is free to dispense sandpaper. Anderson 
teaches a tensioning system for holding the unused sandpaper in a tensioned condition 
relative to the frame (6 and 7) arid the tensioning system is positionable between a first 
position in which the sandpaper is impeded and a second position in which the 
dispensing assembly is free to dispense sandpaper (Fig. 2). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to have 
provided '476 in view of '005 with a tensioning system, as taught by Anderson, to 
prevent unwanted dispensing. 

6. Claims 24-31 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over '476 in view of '005 and further in view of Marinsky. '476 discloses the invention 
including a frame (1 1) adapted to couple to a sander (19) having a first sanding pad 
(21), a second sanding pad coupled to the frame (17), that the frame is adapted to be 
coupled to the sander so that the frame is disposed between the first and second 
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sanding pads (Fig. 5), that the second sanding pad is coupled to the frame such that the 
second sanding pad is adapted to be sandwiched between the frame and the length of 
unused sandpaper (11,17, and 47), a sandpaper restraining means for selectively 
holding sandpaper stationary relative to the frame (36). The sandpaper restraining 
means is movable between a first position in which the restraining means engages the 
length of the sandpaper to impede movement of the sandpaper relative to the frame 
(Fig. 5) and a second position in which the restraining means permits the sandpaper to 
move relative to the frame (Fig. 4), and the frame is adapted to be coupled to the 
sander so that the frame is disposed between the first and second sanding pads (1 1 ). 
However, '476 fails to disclose a sandpaper dispensing means/assembly for selectively 
dispensing sandpaper, the dispensing means is coupled to the frame and adapted to 
store a length of sandpaper, the dispensing assembly is adapted to selectively dispense 
the sandpaper over the second sanding pad, and that the restraining means includes a 
cutting surface '005 teaches a sandpaper dispensing means/assembly for selectively 
dispensing sandpaper (19), the sandpaper dispensing means/assembly is coupled to 
the frame and adapted to store a length of sandpaper (19), and that the dispensing 
assembly is adapted to selectively dispense the sandpaper over the second sanding 
pad (28). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of the invention, to have provided "476 with a sandpaper dispensing assembly, as 
taught by '005, to provide a more efficient means to replace used/worn sandpaper. 

Marinsky teaches a restraining means that includes a cutting surface (37). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
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the invention, to have provided '476 in view of '005 with a cutting surface, as taught by 
Marinsky, to easily remove unwanted used/worn sandpaper. 

7. Claims 32 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over '476 in view of '005 further in view of Marinsky as applied to claim 24 above, and 
further in view of Anderson. '476, '005, and Marinsky disclose the invention but fail to 
disclose that the sandpaper dispensing means further comprises a tensioning system 
for holding sandpaper stationary relative to the frame and the tensioning system is 
positionable between a first position in which the sandpaper is impeded from dispensing 
and a second position in which the dispensing means is free to dispense sandpaper. 
Anderson teaches a tensioning system for holding the unused sandpaper in a tensioned 
condition relative to the frame (6 and 7) and the tensioning system is positionable 
between a first position in which the sandpaper is impeded and a second position in 
which the dispensing means is free to dispense sandpaper (Fig. 2). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to have 
provided '476 in view of '005 further in view of Marinsky with a tensioning system, as 
taught by Anderson, to prevent unwanted dispensing. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 14-23 are allowed. Claim 14 is allowable because the combination of the 
sander and the dispenser incorporate a frame that is adapted to hold the sanding pad a 
predetermined distance away from the moving portion. None of the prior art 
incorporates the combination of a dispenser with one pad and a sander with a moving 
portion a predetermined distance away from the sanding pad. 
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Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3, 9-1 2, 24, 25, and 28-33 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Prone whose telephone number is 571-272-4513. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, Mon - (every other) Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan N. Shoap can be reached on 571-272-4514. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




JP 

March 09, 2005 



Allan N. Shoap 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3700 



